
Controlling Automatic Hyperlinks
One of the most common Excel questions is “How can I prevent Excel from creating automatic 
hyperlinks?”

Normally, Excel watches you type, and if it looks at all like you’re typing an e-mail address or a 
Web URL, the entry is converted into a hyperlink. Sometimes that capability is helpful, but some-
times it’s not.

Overriding an automatic hyperlink
To override a single automatic hyperlink, just click Undo (or press Ctrl+Z) after you enter the text. 
The hyperlink disappears, but the text you entered remains intact. Another option is to precede the 
entry with an apostrophe so that it’s evaluated as plain text.

Turning off automatic hyperlinks
If you never want to create automatic hyperlinks, here’s how to turn off this feature (it’s not 
exactly intuitive):

 1. Choose File➜Options to display the Excel Options dialog box.

 2. Click the Proofing tab.

 3. Click the AutoCorrect Options button to display the AutoCorrect dialog box.

 4. Click the AutoFormat As You Type tab and deselect the Internet and Network Paths with 
Hyperlinks check box (see Figure 1).

Figure 1:  Use the AutoCorrect dialog box to turn off automatic hyperlinks.

07_475379-ch02.indd   93 6/4/10   12:07 PM

Removing existing hyperlinks
To remove a hyperlink from a cell (but keep the cell’s contents), right-click the cell and choose 
Remove Hyperlink from the shortcut menu.

In previous versions of Excel, you were forced to delete hyperlinks one at a time. Excel 2010 
finally gets it right and lets you remove multiple hyperlinks with a single action. Just select the 
range, right-click, and choose Remove Hyperlinks. This command works even if the selection 
includes cells that don’t contain a hyperlink. To remove all hyperlinks on a worksheet, press 
Ctrl+A to select all cells. Then right-click any cell and choose Remove Hyperlinks. Depending on 
the location of the cell pointer, you may need to press Ctrl+A twice to select all cells.


