
Hiding Columns or Rows
If you have data in a column or row that you don’t want to see, you can hide the column or row. 
Doing this is often useful if you have formulas that provide intermediate calculations and you 
don’t want them to appear in a report. Or, you may just want to hide unused rows and columns 
so that you can focus only on the used area of the sheet.

Formulas that refer to data in hidden rows columns continue to function normally. An 
exception is the SUBTOTAL function. If the first argument for SUBTOTAL is greater 
than 100, the SUBTOTAL function ignores the data in the hidden rows or columns 
resulting from filtering or outlines. In addition, the new AGGREGATE function has an 
option to ignore hidden data in rows, even if the rows are hidden manually. Refer to 
the Help system for information about these functions — which do a lot more than just 
add numbers.

Hiding
To hide one or more columns, use any of these techniques:

Select a cell in the column (or columns) to be hidden. Then choose Home➜Cells➜

Format➜Hide & Unhide➜Hide Columns.

Select entire columns and then right-click and choose Hide from the shortcut menu.

Select a cell in the column (or columns) to hide and press Ctrl+0 (that’s a zero).

To hide one or more rows, use any of these methods:

Select a cell in the row (or rows) to be hidden. Then choose Home➜Cells➜Format➜Hide 
& Unhide➜Hide Rows.

Select entire rows and then right-click and choose Hide from the shortcut menu.

Select a cell in the row (or rows) to be hidden and press Ctrl+9.

Unhiding
That which is hidden also needs to be unhidden.

To unhide one or more hidden columns, use any of these techniques. Note that it’s a bit tricky 
because you can’t select hidden rows or columns directly.

Select a range that consists of cells to the left and to the right of the hidden columns. 
Then choose Home➜Cells➜Format➜Hide & Unhide➜Unhide Columns.

Select entire columns to the left and to the right of the hidden columns, and then right-
click and choose Unhide from the shortcut menu.

To unhide one or more hidden rows, use any of these methods:

Select a range that consists of cells above and below the hidden rows. Then choose 
Home➜Cells➜Format➜Hide & Unhide➜Unhide Rows.

Select entire rows above and below the hidden rows, and then right-click and choose 
Unhide from the shortcut menu.

Select a range that consists of cells above and below the hidden rows and press 
Ctrl+Shift+9.



Hiding Cell Contents
Excel doesn’t provide a direct way to hide the contents of cells (without hiding entire rows and 
columns), but you can fake it in a few ways:

Use a special custom number format. Select the cell or cells to be hidden, press Ctrl+1 and 
click the Number tab in the Format Cells dialog box. Select Custom from the Category 
list, and then, in the Type field, enter ;;; (three semicolons).

Make the font color the same as the cell’s background color.

Add a shape to your worksheet and position it over the cell or cells to be hidden. You 
should make the shape the same color as the cell background and (probably) remove the 
borders.

All these methods have problems: The cell’s contents are still displayed on the formula bar when 
the cell is selected. If you don’t want to see the cell contents on the formula bar after you use one 
of those methods, you can either hide the Formula bar or perform these additional steps:

 1. Select the cells.

 2. Press Ctrl+1 and then click the Protection tab in the Format Cells dialog box.

 3. Select the Hidden check box and click OK.

 4. Choose Review➜Changes➜Protect Sheet.

 5. In the Protect Sheet dialog box, add a password, if desired, and click OK.

Keep in mind that when a sheet is protected, you can’t change any cells unless they are not 
locked. By default, all cells are locked. You change the locked status of a cell by using the 
Protection tab in the Format Cells dialog box.


